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GENERAL INFORMATION 

SYMBOLS 
The following symbols mean: 
n.a. not available 
n.e.c. 
n.e.i. 
n.p. 
n.y.a. 
p 

not elsewhere classified 
not elsewhere included 
not available for separate publication (but included in totals where applicable) 
not yet available 
preliminary-figure or series subject to revision 
figure or series revised since previous edition 
not applicable 
nil or rounded to zero 
break in continuity of series (where a line is drawn across a column between 

two consecutive figures) 
M, males; F, females; T, total 

OTHER FORMS OF USAGE 

The following abbreviations are used for the titles of the Australian States and Territories 
and Australia: N .S. W. (New South Wales), Vic. (Victoria), Qld (Queensland), S.A. (South 
Australia), W.A. (Western Australia), Tas. (Tasmania), N.T. (Northern Territory), A.C.T. 
(Australian Capital Territory), and Aust. (Australia). 

Yearly periods shown as, e.g., 1983 refer to the year ended 31 December 1983. Those 
shown as 1982-83 refer to the year ended 30 June 1983. Other yearly periods are specifically 
indicated. 

Values are shown in Australian dollars ($ or $A) or cents (c) unless another currency is 
specified. 

Data are presented in metric terms as far as possible. 
Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between sums of the 

component items and totals. 

A V AILABILITY OF ABS PUBLICATIONS 

The Victorian Office of the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) maintains an 
Information Service, which on request, supplies available statistical information and advice 
on which publications are appropriate, and a library in which all publications of the ABS 
are available for reference. Businessmen, government officers, students, and members of 
the public are invited to make use of these services. 

Information regarding the. availability of ABS publications can be obtained from the 
Information Services Section, Australian Bureau of Statistics, Box 2796Y, G.P.O., 
Melbourne, 3001, phone (03) 63 0181. 

All publications issued by the ABS are contained in the Catalogue of Publications 
(1101.0), which is available from any ABS Office. A list of publications issued by the 
Victorian Office of the ABS is shown in APPENDIX E of this Year Book. 



INTRODUCTION BY THE 
GOVERNOR OF VICTORIA 

November 19, 1984, begins twelve months of celebrations for Victoria's 150th 
Anniversary. It celebrates a year in which Edward Henty, John Batman, and 
John Pascoe Fawkner made settlements at Portland and Melbourne. They laid 
the foundations of a State which to we Victorians today is cosmopolitan, beautiful, 
diversified, and progressive. 

During those 150 years, growth has been rapid and Victoria's achievements 
remarkable. There are particular reasons for the State's rapid progress. On the 
one hand there is the legacy of British institutions and culture which provide a 
solid foundation for experiment and innovation. On the other, is the energy and 
inventiveness of its people who have come from all over the world. Their diversity 
of culture and experience has continually enriched all aspects of life. In addition, 
the country possesses a temperate climate, fertile soil for agriculture and grazing, 
and has yielded fabulously rich gold and mineral deposits. 

While settlers of all nationalities dominate Victoria's history, their strong sense 
of "Growing Together", and their real enthusiasm for an indigenous culture have 
led to Victoria's splendid achievements in education, science, arts, law, building, 
and business. 

This special 150th Anniversary edition of the Victorian Year Book provides a 
factual and statistical record of the State's growth and development. It celebrates 
a proud, golden past as "Australia Felix". It heralds a future in which Victoria's 
shining achievements will continue to enhance world history. 

HIS EXCELLENCY REAR ADMIRAL 
SIR BRIAN STEW ART MURRAY, 
K.C.M.G., A.O., K.St.J. 

Governor of Victoria 



INTRODUCTION BY THE 
PREMIER OF VICTORIA 

In its first 150 years of European development, Victoria has developed from one 
family of squatter settlers to a flourishing modern State which has attracted 
immigrants from all over the world. From 1834 until the discovery of gold in 
1850, settlement was largely pastoral and the strength of this pastoral economy 
enabled Victoria to separate from New South Wales in 1851. In the ten years 
after the commencement of the gold rush, the population increased from 77,345 
to 540,322. This influx of new arrivals was to lead Victoria into a period of rapid 
development and natural population increase, and it was appropriate that this 
was recognised by Federation in 1901 when Victoria became one of the six States 
making up the Commonwealth of Australia. 

In celebrating its 150th Anniversary, Victoria can look back on a period of 
rapid development, and of hardships overcome when the solid foundation of 
present society was laid. Our citizens come from countries all over the world, 
some with civilizations thousands of years old, yet are prepared to join proudly 
in Victoria's 150th Anniversary. The Anniversary of a young State is an exciting 
event where people can feel that they have actually made vital contributions to 
change and development and can witness the maturing processes of the State. 
The very arrival of so many post-war settlers has occasioned significant changes 
in government policy and in service delivery which have had to expand to 
accommodate linguistic and cultural differences. 

Side by side with the conscious improvements made to assist successful settlement 
of recent arrivals has been the awakening consciousness of the rights of the 
Aborigines, the descendants of the first people to settle in Victoria. Their long 
neglected problems are gradually being appropriately handled - the greatest 
improvement being that Aborigines themselves are now instigating and directing 
their own affairs. 

The 150th Anniversary of Victoria is a time to pause and look at the successes 
and failures of the past and to apply all knowledge gained to the directions of 
the future. We already have a society in which many nationalities happily coexist 
despite considerable initial settlement problems and in which Victoria's original 
inhabitants are gaining deserved recognition. The official theme "Growing 
Together" of Victoria's 150th Anniversary in fact already happens here. We must 
all work to ensure it continues and be prepared to face the challenges of the 
future together. L 

~~AIN'MP 
Premier of Victoria 



FOREWORD 

This, the 98th edition of the Victorian Year Book, is a special edition marking 
the sesquicentenary of permanent European settlement in Victoria. It is comple­
mentary to the special 1973 edition which commemorated the publication of the 
first Victorian Year Book in 1873 and covered the development of the State from 
the first settlement to the early 1970s. This volume concentrates on the third 50 
years of Victoria's history - from the centenary celebrations in 1934 to the early 
1980s. An overview of the first 100 years of permanent European settlement is 
given in the Prologue. 

The Australian Bureau of Statistics, as the central statistical authority for the 
Commonwealth Government, provides statistical services for the State Govern­
ments, under agreements between the Commonwealth and the States. As part of 
this responsibility it produces the Victorian Year Book, which seeks to present a 
comprehensive statistical and descriptive account of Victoria. While the descriptive 
material in the 1984 Victorian Year Book does not contain critical analysis and 
assessments, most of it has been written by authors whose knowledge of the 
period was, for the most part, both personal and authoritative, although views 
expressed in contributed material do not necessarily represent the views of the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics. The text has, as far as possible, been updated to 
March 1983. 

The completion of this large task has been made possible only by the help, 
encouragement, and specific assistance of the many persons and institutions listed 
in the Acknowledgements. I wish particularly to acknowledge the support of Sir 
John Dillon who was the chief consultant for the project. I also wish to record 
my appreciation to the staff of the Victorian Office of the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics who have contributed to the production of this Year Book. In particular 
I am grateful for the efforts of Mr H. L. Speagle who, as Editor of Publications, 
in 1976 initiated the concept and guided this sesquicentenary volume through its 
long gestation period, and Mr W. M. Chamberlain, who became Editor in April 
1983. 

Mr Speagle was Editor of the Victorian Year Book from the time of integration 
of the statistical services of the State and the Commonwealth in 1958 until his 
retirement in April 1983. In 1961 the first Victorian Year Book under his editorship 
adopted a new format, with expanded text, illustrations, and maps, that has been 
maintained ever since. He also commissioned special articles on aspects of 
Victoria's physical environment and other topics. In paying this tribute to Mr 
Speagle it may be said that he set a high standard for such publications throughout 
Australia over the last quarter century, and made a lasting contribution to the 
statistical recording of Victoria. 

ERLE BOURKE 
June 1984 Deputy Commonwealth Statistician 
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Lieutenant-Colonel David Collins, 
Royal Marines, (1756-1810), estab­
lished the settlement at Sullivan Bay 
near Sorren to in 1803. 
La Trobe Col/eclion, State Library of Victoria 

William Dutton (1811-1878), sea­
man and whaler, who had been in 
residence at Portland intermittently 
from 1828-29. 
La Trobe Collection , Slale Library of Victoria 

Edward Henty (1810-1878), who led 
the family settlement at Portland in 
November 1834. 
La Trobe Col/eclion, Scaee Library of Victoria 
Reproduced by permission of The Town of 
Portland 

Portland in 1835. Portland was the site of the 
first permanent European settlement in Victoria 
following the arrival of the Henty family in 
Novem ber 1834. 

La Trobe Col/eccion, Slate Library of Victoria 

William Buckley (1780-1856), also known as the 
"Wild White Man", was a convict who escaped 
from the Sullivan Bay settlement and lived with 
the Aboriginals for 32 years, until discovered by 
members of a party left by John Batman at 
Indented Head. 

La Trobc CoJJcelion, Scale Library of Victoria 



John Batman (1801-1839), sailed from LaunceslOn 
and sett led the area where Melbourne now stands 
in May 1835. 

John Pascoe Fawkner (1792-1869), whose agents 
also crossed Bass Strait and estab lished a settlement 
on the Yarra River in 1835. 

La Trobe Co/leerion, :)late Library of Victoria 

A sketch of Melbourne in 1836. 
La Trobe Collection, Stare Library of Victoria 



The action at the Eureka Stockade, Ballarat, 3 December 1854, where soldiers of 
the 12th and 40th Regiments of Foot, together with police, suppressed diggers 
protesting about grievan~es involving gold licences . 

Captain Sir Charles Hotham, R.N., (1806-1855), 
was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of the Colony 
of Victoria on 22 June 1854, and Captain-General 
and Governor-in-Chief of the Colony of Victoria 
on 22 May 1855. 

La Trobe Collection, State Library of Vicroria 

The Hon. Peter Lalor (1827-1889) Speaker of the 
Legislative Assem bly, formerly leader of the diggers 
at the Eureka Stockade . 

La Trobe CaJJcerion, Stare Library of Victoria 



The "Welcome Stranger" syndicate's mine at Bailieston, 1902. 
La Trobe Collection, State Library of Victoria 

The Poseidon Nugget (29,642 grams) found at Tarnagulla in 1906 was one of lhe 
largest nuggets found in Victoria. 

Department of Minerals and Energy 



Pacidle steamers towed barges laden with wool and other cargoes from Murray River 
stations to river ports including the Echuca Railway Wharf (above) for dispatch to 
Melbourne. 

La Trobe Collection . Slale Library of Victoria 

Flinders Street, about 1912, s howing the busy Pool of Melbourne opposite the Customs 
House. 

La Trobe Col/ccrion , Slale Library of Victoria 



The old Post Office, Melbourne, 1853. 
La Trobe CoJ/ecrion, Stale Library of Victoria 

Collins Street, Melbourne, looking east in the 1880s. 
La Trobe Collection, State Library of Victoria 



Captain William Lonsdale (1800-1864), was appointed 
Police Magistrate at Port Phillip by Governor Bourke in 
September 1836. 

La Trobe Col/eclion, Stale Library of Victoria 

Opening of the first Commonwealth Parliament by H . R. H. 
The Duke of York at the Exhibition Building, Melbourne, 
9 May 1901. 

National Library of Australia 

Charles Joseph La Trobe (1801-1875), was appointed 
Superintendent of the Port Phillip District in October 
1839 and Lieutenant-Governor of Victoria on separation 
of the Colony from New South Wa les in 1851. 

La Trobe Collection, Slale Library of Vicroria 



The gun and crew at Fort Nepean which 
fired the first British shot of the First 
World War on 5 August 1914 to prevent 
the escape of the German ship Pfalz. The 
same gun fired the first British shot of the 
Second World War on 4 September 1939. 

A u5lralian War Memorial 

(Right) Archbishop Daniel Mannix (1864-
1963), Catholic Archbishop of Melbourne 
from 6 May 1917 until 6 November 1963, 
was the leading anti-conscriptionist in the 
First World War. 

The Advocate Newspaper 

(Far right) General Sir John Monash (1865-
1931) commanded the Australian Army 
Corps on the western front in the First 
World War. He later established the State 
Electricity Commission of Victoria . 

La Trobe Co/Jecrion, Slale Library of Viccoria 

Riots during the Police strike of 1923. 
Special constables were organised under 
Sir John Monash to help restore order. 

The Herald and Weekly Times Ltd 



The procession led by H .R.H. The Duke of Gloucester after the dedication of 
the Shrine of Remembrance, 11 November 1934 . 

The Herald and Weekly Tim es Ltd 



C. W .A. Scott and T. Campbell Black lead the parade through Melbourne after 
winning the Centenary London to Melbourne Air Race, 31 October 1934. 

The Herald and Weekly Times Lcd 

The final assembly of the Eucharistic Congress, 1934, with an estimated crowd 
of 500,000 people present. 

Sf Patrick's Cachcdral, Diocesan Historical Commission 




